CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
doubtedly tlie most complete and valuable book on the subject that has as yet been written by an American chemist. He  was  a  Fellow  of the  London  Chemical  Society and President of the American Chemical Society. (Condensed from a more exhaustive biographical contribution by Dr. Marcus Benjamin.)
In the domain of agricultural chemistry, a pioneer and ardent student of the subject, whose influence has been most potent in the development of this branch of science was Samuel W. Johnson (1830-1909). He was born in New York State. His education was obtained in the Sheffield Scientific School of Yale University, at Leipsic and Munich in Germany. On his return to this country he became actively engaged as a member of the Yale faculty, where he held the chair of Theoretical and Agricultural Chemistry. He published a few articles on mineralogical subjects, and forty or more on pure chemistry, forms of apparatus and methods of analysis. His first publication was on "Fixing Ammonia" (1847). He contributed numerous articles to the American Cultivator (1854-1856). His paper on "Peat77 (1859) is recognized as the best agricultural essay on this subject. His'' How Crops Grow?' (1868) has been more widely studied than any other work on agriculture. It was translated into Japanese, Italian, Russian, German, and Swedish. The supplementary volume "How Crops Feed'7 (1870) met with a similar hearty reception. In this connection his own words may be used: '' My office has been to digest the cumbrous mass of evidence in which the truths of vegetable nutrition lie buried out of the reach of the ordinary inquirer and to set them forth
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